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My project  is  thus structured around the  three following issues:  contrast,  syllable  and
sociophonological description. It involves describing segments and processes following the
contrastivist  hypothesis  (Dresher  2008).  It  will  include  representations  of  the  internal
structure of the segments in relation to their phonological patterns. As an example, we can
consider in this framework the case of palatalization triggered by [-back] vowels: if  we
admit the hypothesis (Deriano 2005) that this process is synchronically active, we must
conclude that this feature is contrastive and part of the structural representation of Gallo.
The consequence will be rejection of palatal stops as part of the system. This cannot be
assumed  without  further  work  on  syllabic  constraints  (which  should  also  reduce  the
number of contrastive features). Moreover, Gallo syllables exhibit peculiar behavior for a
Romance language for [r, l] can be syllabic. So far, the hypothesis of syllabic sonorants
have not been fully explored but only stipulated. I project to set up an experiment allowing
us to elucidate these cases and to determine if there is a vocoïd preceding or following the
sonorant. If the nature of syllabic consonants differs from their non syllabic counterpart. If
all sonorants have this status. The methodology will be based on recent research on this
topic (e.g. Ridouane 2008).  This project based on first-hand recorded data will  not  be
complete without exploring the sociophonological side of Gallo. Spirantisation and syllabic
consonants are subject to phonological variation which make them differ within generations
and communities. Apical rhotic [r] exhibit ongoing changes and is backened to [ ] amongʁ

young  speakers  hence  modifying  its  syllabic  status  and  generating  new  phonological
strategies that need to be explored. 
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